
The Koya people mostly live in the forests, valleys and hills on both sides
of the Godavari River, located in the eastern part of India. Unlike many of the
other people groups of India, the Koya are bilingual, speaking their native
tongue, Koyi and the state language Telugu. Many of the Koya are farmers
or field laborers. Although farming is difficult for those who live in the forests.
The Koya people are excellent hunters and gather forest produce to
supplement any vegetables grown in their own gardens. They practice mostlysupplement any vegetables grown in their own gardens. They practice mostly
their own ethnic religion in addition to worshipping the Hindu gods and
goddesses. For one of their primary goddesses, Gangaleamma Jadhara, they
hold a seven day festival each year, and every three years they offer a human
sacrifice to the goddess. They do not believe in an afterlife. Drinking and
immoral living is very common amongst the people, especially at festivals. 
 
 

 
Pastor Prasad, his wife (a nurse), son and daughter are committed to
bringing the Gospel and making disciples amongst the Koya people.
They have goals to see them no longer dying of simple diseases and
starvation, but through a relationship with Christ thriving and making
wise choices that will alter the course for future Koya generations.
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